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COASTAL AND FORESHORE DEVELOPMENT, HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

231. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
(1) Will the minister outline the government’s position on height restrictions along our coastal and Swan 

River foreshores? 

(2) Will the government introduce legislation to restrict development heights along the coastal and Swan 
River foreshores?   

(3) If so, when; and, if not, why not?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I now know that the piece of paper that was given to me was the member for Alfred Cove’s way of giving me 
some notice of her question.   

(1)-(3) The government made its coastal development policy clear at the last election.  We have made a 
judgment that the majority of people within our community have an opinion about the level of 
development on the coast with which they feel comfortable.  That judgment is that, generally, the 
community is comfortable with a five-storey level.   

Mr G. Snook:  How did you determine that?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will go into that at a later stage.   
In certain activity centres we have judged that a development of up to eight storeys will be acceptable and 
workable and will offer an element of diversity along the coast.  We clearly stipulated that that policy was for the 
coastal precinct.  We are now in the process of preparing a draft statement of planning policy that will give 
greater form and shape to that policy so that it can be translated into a usable policy instrument.  That will be 
advertised to ensure that we get the detail right and to ensure that the policy can be readily implemented.  It may 
well be - we have yet to make a determination on this - that we will follow that up with legislation to give effect 
to the statement of planning policy.   

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


